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Beyond the Rubber Plantation:

On Bing Gu’s Prose Writings

Lee, Yu-cheng’

Abstract: The early phase of the Malaysian Chinese writer Bing Gu’s
prose was mainly about life in the rubber plantation. As Bing Gu went
deep into life and gained more work experiences, his prose has increas-
ingly become diversified in theme and style. This paper is an attempt
to look into Bing Gu’s later works to explore his contributions to prose
writing. Since Bing Gu’s prose is deeply rooted in social reality and has
much to do with his own life experience, it is autobiographical by nature.
More importantly, as I will indicate in my investigation, many of his
prose writings can also be related to various major concerns in contem-
porary literary studies, such as rainforest writing, nature writing, literary
anthropology, oceanian literature, and pathography. The fact makes Bing

Gu’s prose unique in the Malaysian Chinese literary scene indeed.

Keywords: rainforest writing, nature writing, literary anthropology,

oceanian literature, pathography
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